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The Branch k i l d i n g  i s  a two-story s t ruc ture  with a four-bay front  and 
measures 26' wide by 140' deep. I t  i s  b u i l t  on a connnon bond brick 
foundation and has a cast - i ron facade with s ide  and rear  walls of brick 
l a id  i n  common bond. The s t r e e t  level  portion of the facade consis ts  
of a four-bay arcade composed of free-standing Corinthian columns on 
pedestals,  supporting semicircular arches. The arcade forms a screen 
across a s p l i t  i n  leve ls  i n  the lower portion of the building. In the 
western-most bay of the arcade a f l i g h t  of s teps  ascends to  the door 
of the f i r s t  f loor ,  while i n  the other three bays s teps  descend to  the a r e  
and to  the entrance to  the lower level .  Behind the arcade, the arch motif 
i s  repeated i n  a rch i tec tura l  features  which form the f ront  wall of the 
f i r s t  f loor  and the lower leve l  which a r e  executed i n  wood, while those of 
the arcade i t s e l f  a r e  i n  ca s t  iron. This arcade supports a f u l l  Corinthia 
entablature which forms the pedestal base of the second f loor .  The four 
bays of the second f loor  a r e  separated by s ing le  engaged Corinthian column 
with Corinthian p i l a s t e r s  a t  the edges of the facade. The engaged columns 
of the second f loor  support an engaged balustrade which forms the pedestal 
for  the engaged columns between the bays of the third  f loor .  The space 
between the third  and fourth f loor  is a l s o  i n  the form of an engaged 
balustrade. Crowning the facade i s  a large,  f u l l  Corinthian entablature 
with a r e l a t i ve ly  thin  archi t rave and a wide fr ieze.  The f r ieze  is 
ornamented with four rose t tes ;  the cornice features modillions, den t i l s  
and eggs and dar ts .  
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babement s t ruc ture  tha t  probably housed l iv ing  quarters.   he c o i r t  has 
been enclosed, and a l l  of t h i s  space has been converted in to  modern offic 
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A s ide  s t a i r  h a l l  entered from the ex te r ior  gives access t o  the main of f ice  
on the f i r s t  f loor .  The f i r s t  f loor  has been great ly  a l t e r ed ,  and no 
or ig ina l  woodwork save tha t  of the s t a i r  h a l l  survives. The or ig ina l  
plan probably consisted of two main rooms, behind which was an open court  
seaaratinn the main block of the buildinn from a one-storv-on-hizh- 
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STATLYLNT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

The iron-front building a t  1015 East Main Street  was erected circa 
1866 on the s i t e  of an e a r l i e r  building that  had been destroyed 
by f i r e  during the evacuation of Richmond i n  1865. The building - was erected to  house the Virginia Fire and Marine Insurance Company 
and served a s  the i r  headquarters u n t i l  1953 when it  was sold to  
Branch and Company. The s t ruc ture  is an exceptionally f i ne  example 
of the post-Civil  War iron-fronted co~merc ia l  building. Its free- 
standing arcade on the e t r e e t  1evel;is a most unusual and successful 
handled feature.  
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Deed books and tax aeeessor records i n  Richmond c i ty  Hall. 
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As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Ns- 
I hereby certify that thls p o p r t y  is included in the 

tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public IAW 
National Register. 

89465). 1 hereby nominate this property for inclusion 

in  the National Register and cerlify that it  has  been 

evaluated sccording to the criteria and proce&res net 

level of significance of this nomination is: 

Nations1 State 179 Local 

Dr. Edward P. Alexander, Chairman 




